Hypocalcemia and chromosome 22q11 microdeletion.
This review of the diagnosis, causes, prevention and treatment of hypocalcemia emphasizes the high incidence of this biological alteration in patients with 22q11 microdeletion. It also points out its large spectrum of presentation, from cases where the most prominent feature of the syndrome is hypocalcemia with hypoparathyroidism, to cases with asymptomatic, latent or late-onset hypocalcemia. Hence, the advice to perform genetic analysis of the 22q11 region in patients with late-onset or recurrent hypoparathyroidism and to systematically include serum calcium in the survey of patients with known 22q11 microdeletion, especially during infancy, adolescence and pregnancy and especially during cardiac surgery or sepsis.